Arthur still found time for sportdhe was a first-rate golfer and represented the University at cricketdand also, of course, for publications and research. His book on X-ray Appearances of Tuberculosis of the Spine will remain a classic. He had many other publications, but his report on Correction of Tuberculous Kyphosis of the Spine using the Halo-pelvic Apparatus and multiple spinal operations enlightened the world to the correction of rigid spinal deformities. His work on the titanium mesh implant for anterior interbody fusion was the forerunner of the present day anterior cages used by many surgeons across the globe.
Personally, Arthur was a warm, generous and soft-spoken man. His family, friends and colleagues were always treated with positive encouragement and sensitivity, and he would never hesitate to go out of his way to help someone. And harsh words did not have a place in his vocabulary.
Above all, Arthur Yau was a person of dedication: to surgery, teaching, colleagues, friends, family and golf. Just hours before the onset of his acute illness, at the age of 81 years, he was still attending to his patients; and days before, he had performed surgery, taught his medical students and played golfdthings he had been doing, with passion and expertise, for more than half a century.
Professor Arthur Yau will be remembered with respect and admiration. His legacy will be felt for years to come and he will be sorely missed.
Arthur is survived by his wife Catherine, and his six children Lynn, Clara, Dawn, Amanda, Charlyn and Charles.
A requiem mass was held for Arthur on 24 th January 2011 at St Joseph Church, Garden Rd, Hong Kong.
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